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II. Activities
Student Presentation Awards: In 2006 RDTSS adopted a new format for the student presentation awards. Candidates for student awards made their presentations in a special session on Monday afternoon of the meeting. This allowed for judges of the student awards to interact with the students and judge them based on the actual presentation. Students appreciated the opportunity to interact with the judges and meet members of the specialty section. Feedback on the new format was overwhelmingly positive. The only concerns expressed for the new format were related to the limited number of presentations allowed (14) and the limited access to the session (limited due to security concerns in the exhibit hall). RDTSS Council may explore the possibility of having the session during normal exhibit hours in the future in order to allow more general access to SS members. This will provide a means to highlight the students and their research, and to provide the opportunity for greater interaction between students and SS members. 

Student Travel Awards: At the 2005 annual meeting, Council proposed, and membership approved, $2000 to be used annually to support student travel. The money will be divided evenly among all students that apply for the student presentation awards.
Scientific Achievement Award: In 2006 RDTSS awarded the first scientific achievement award. This is intended to be an annual award, to be selected by RDTSS council from among member nominations. The award can be presented for lifetime contribution to the field of reproductive and developmental toxicology, or for contribution of a particularly influential body of work. The recipient is awarded a plaque and is invited to speak at the annual SS meeting.
Student/Post-Doc Mixer: RDTSS set up a poster for the first time at the 2006 student/post-doc mixer. Feedback was mixed. RDTSS council discussed ways to further stimulate student interest during the mixer (e.g., small giveaways). 
The Spring 2006 Council Meeting was held Monday, March 6, 2006 in San Diego, CA.

The 2005 Annual Specialty Section Business Meeting was held Tuesday, March 7, 2005 in San Diego, CA. Dana Shuey, as specialty section president, presided. Agenda follows.
2006 RDTSS Annual Business Meeting Agenda
Call to Order and Welcome (Dana Shuey)

Treasurer’s Report (Dana Shuey for George Foley)
· Available funds as of December 2005:
$7,202.79
Estimated income from various sources:
$8,670.00
Estimated annual meeting expenses:
$9,284.83
Estimated post 2007 meeting balance:
$6,006.17

· There was an apparent error in billing for A/V equipment for the 2005 annual meeting reception. George Foley has continued to work with SOT headquarters to resolve this issue. This should result in a credit to the SS.
· Members were encouraged to consider ways to use SS funds. For example, RDTSS can support outside meetings, student travel, etc. 
 
Elections (John Rogers)

· Welcome of New Officers:
Junior Councilor: Jodi Flaws
President-elect: Lori Dostal
Secretary/Treasurer: Ann dePeyster
Student Councilor (appointed): Chrissy Schilling
· Acknowledgement of Outgoing Officers:
Senior Councilor: Eve Mylchreest
President: Dana Shuey
Past President: John Rogers
Secretary/Treasurer: George Foley

Scientific Achievement Award (John Rogers)
· The first RDTSS scientific achievement award was awarded to Dr. Carole Kimmel
Student Awards (Shelley Tyl):

· 14 students presented at the special session.

· See below for awardees
2006 RDTSS Annual Business Meeting Agenda (continued)


2005 Toxicological Sciences: Best Paper in Reproductive and Developmental Tox (Eve Mylcreest):

· See below for awardees
2007 Program Committee (Jerry Heindel):

· Jerry Heindel formed an ad hoc program committee which came to the annual meeting with several ideas that were presented to membership for consideration. Floor was opened for additional ideas.
Old Business (Dana Shuey)
· E-mail distribution test. Dana Shuey reported on the results of the e-mail distribution test that was conducted in late 2005. Sixty-five members did not reply to either the original test e-mail or a follow-up e-mail, sent from a different source and to smaller distribution lists. All members were encouraged to confirm that e-mail addresses on the SOT website were current.
New Business (Dana Shuey)

· A brief summary of the SS President/VP meeting in Chicago was presented, highlighting the increasing attention on Specialty Sections to support the Society’s mission, particularly in the areas of outreach, education and students. Members were encouraged to consider possible specialty section activities to support these functions.
· The availability of resources through SOT HQ for web-based seminars was announced. A proposal to set up a regular webinar series was presented for consideration. There was some interest among the members, although more information was requested. This will be followed up in a separate communication.
2006 RDTSS Sponsored Sessions at SOT Annual Meeting

CE Courses:

· Reproductive Toxicity Testing: Study Designs, Evaluation, Interpretation and Risk Assessment
· Comparative Endocrine Toxicology
Symposia:

· Alternative model organisms for the analysis of developmental and molecular toxicology
· Gene-nutrient-environment interactions as risk factors for birth defects: fumonisin, folate, genetic variation and neural tube defects
· Role of epigenetics in the fetal basis of adult disease

· Obesity: developmental origins and environmental influences

2005 RDTSS Student Presentation Awards

First place ($500, plaque, Taylor and Francis book certificate) 

Fred Tilton, Oregon State University, for “The use of zebrafish to elucidate the mechanism of dithiocarbamate developmental toxicity.”
Second/Third place (tie) ($250, plaque, Taylor and Francis book certificate):

Kembra Howdeshell, North Carolina State University, for “Di(N-butyl) phthalate and diethylhexyl phthalate in combination alter sexual differentiation in a cumulative manner as a result of depressed fetal testosterone production and INSL3 gene expression in male rats.”

Sheung Ng, New York University School of Medicine, for “Low dose inhalation of cigarette smoke shortens duration of gestation and alters hormone levels important for gestation and parturition in an animal model.”

2005 Toxicological Sciences – Best Paper in Reproductive and Developmental Tox

Two papers were selected. Plaques were awarded to:

Jennifer L. Rayner, Rolondo R. Enoch, and Suzanne E. Fenton. Adverse Effects of Prenatal Exposure to Atrazine During a Critical Period of Mammary Gland Growth. Toxicol. Sci. 2005, 87(1), 255-266. 

E. A. Thackaberry, B. A. Nunez, I. D. Ivnitski-Steele, M. Friggins, and M. K. Walker. Effect of 2,3,7,8,-Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin on Murine Heart Development: Alteration in Fetal and Postnatal Cardiac Growth, and Postnatal Cardiac Chronotrophy.Toxicol. Sci. 2005, 88(1), 242-249.
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